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SOARI{s 30th Anniversary- A Cause for Repection and Celebration
By Jonathan Jones, Executive Director

Itis hard to believe we stand on the doorstep of SOARis 30th Anniversary. It seems like
yesterday when Wandajean and | were exploring the Hill Country of Texas, searching
for the next adventure for our Houston-based SOAR group. But that yesterday was
thirty years ago and the year was 1977. The yrst Star Wars movie had just hit the
big screen and SOAR was a pedgling outreach project of the Spring ACLD. I vividly
remember the faces of that yrst SOAR group- the Labonte brothers, John England, &
Kee Mullinex, Wendi Lovingood, Donna Greiner, Phil Lyons, and so many more. They
were an incredible group.

So much has changed since those early years. Our yrst group of SOAR participants [
numbered twelve. This year we served six hundred youth in our summer program gz¥
alone. The weekend programs of those early days have diversiyed to multi-week
summer courses and semester-length programs stretching from Florida to California. :
The four-person volunteer crew is now a year-round professional staff of twenty-six. The early years of SOAR
The fipy by the seat of our pantsd administration process has been replaced by all of

the policies and procedures you would expect of an American Camp Association accredited program. Instead
of working out of a home ofyce, we now have two incredible outdoor learning centers in North Carolina and
Wyoming. But for all of these changes, SOARIs cornerstone remains- the celebration of the uniqueness of youth
with LD and AD/HD.

For all that has changed, so much is still the same. SOAR staff are still committed professionals willing to live not
so ordinary lives. SOAR continues to celebrate the diverse interests of our students by creating new courses and
discovering new course sites. The Peruvian Amazon and Andes Adventure is our latest creation. At its root, SOAR
celebrates the achievements of youth who come to us knowing much more about failure than success. To that end,
the recognition of SOAR{s 30th Anniversary is really a celebration of the incredible talents and abilities of SOAR
participants. The following is a fishort listo of those traits and abilities that have caught my eye over the years:

Inventiveness Imagination Observation Skills High energy level
Action-Oriented Artistic ability Musical ability Service-oriented

Care Giver Visionary Leadership Compassionate
Sensitive Tenacious Intuitive Random Learning style
Adventurous Spontaneous Adaptability Quick thinking
Flexibility Persistence Resilience Divergent thinker

Risk Taker Fun-loving Unpredictability Sense of Humor
Curiosity Bold Creative Passionate

No doubt, the successes of our youth is linked to the development of these innate talents, gifts, and abilities. Such
has been our legacy of the past thirty years. More important still, this will remain SOAR(s foremost priority for
the next thirty years.
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